B. Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for audibly aimunciating at a device caller 
identification i nformation transmitted over a t e lephon e n etwork, the information being 
transmitted in the form of a modulated signal to the device wherein the modulated signal is 
representative of the information, the apparatus comprising: 

a receiver for capturing a ring signal and a modulated signal representative of the caller 
identification information transmitted over a t e lephon e network during on int e rval b e tw e en th e 
ring signal and a subs e quent ring signal , the modulated signal comprising a stream of characters 
representative of the caller identification information : 

a converter in communication with the receiver for converting the modulated signal into a 
stream of audible signals , wherein the converter processes the stream of characters in real-time 
as die characters are received fi'om the network : and 

a speaker in communication with the converter for producing audible sounds 
corresponding to the stream of audible signals representative of the information received over the 
t e l e phon e network. 

2. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the information is transmitted 
and r eceived during an interval between ringing signals transmitted over the t e l e phone network. 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a memory circuit in 
conmiunication with the receiver for storing the information. 

4. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising a demodulator for 
demodulating the modulated signal received from the t e l e phon e network and generating 
therefirom a stream of characters representative of the information. 
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5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a processor for converting the 
modulated signal into a stream of characters r^resentative of the information. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising a memory circuit in 
communication with the processor, wherein the processor stores the character stream in the 
memory circuit. 

7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the modulated signal includes 
information identifying an originating telephone subscriber line, the informatio n including at 
least one b e ing sel e cted from the group consisting of message type, message length, parameter 
type, parameter length, originating telephone nimiber according to a directory listing, name 
associated with the originating telephone number according to the directory listing and a 
checksum. 

8. (Currently Amended) A telephon e device comprising: 

an apparatus for audibly annunciating at e tiie device caller identification information 
transmitted over a t e lephone network, the information being transmitted in the form of a 
modulated signal to the device wherein the modulated signal is representative of the inforaiation, 
wherein the apparatus comprises: 

a receiver for receiving a modulated signal representative of the caller 
identification information transmitted over a t e l e phon e network during on int e rval 
b e tw e en ringing signals , the modulated signal comprising a stream of characters 
representative of the caller identification information : 

a converter in communication with the receiver for converting the modulated 
signal into a stream of audible signals , wherein the converter processes the stream of 
characters in real-time as the characters are received fi-om the network : and 
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a speaker in commimication with the converter for producing audible sounds 
corresponding to the stream of audible signals representative of the information received 
over the t e lephon e network. 

9. (Currently Amended) The t e lephon e device of claim 8, wherein the information is 
transmitted and r eceived during an interval between ringing signals transmitted over the 
t e l e phone network. 

10. (Currently Amended) The t e lephon e device of claim 8, wherein the apparatus further 
comprises a memory circuit in communication with the receiver for storing the information. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The telephon e device of claim 8, wherein the apparatus further 
comprises a demodulator for demodulating the modulated signal received over the t e l e phone 
network and generating therefrom a stream of characters representative of the information. 

12. (Currently Amended) The t e lephone device of claim 8, wherein the apparatus further 
comprises a processor for converting the modulated signal into a stream of characters 
representative of the information. 

13. (Cxirrently Amended) The t e l e phon e device of claim 12, wherein the apparatus further 
comprises a memory circuit in conmiunication with the processor, wherein the processor stores 
the character stream in the memory circuit. 

14. (Currently amended) The device t e lephon e of claim 8, wherein the modulated signal 
includes information identifying an originating t e lephon e subscriber4ifte; the information 
including at least one b eing sel e ct e d from th e group oonsiating of message type, message length, 
parameter type, parameter length, originating telephone number according to a directory listing, 
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name associated with the originating telephone number according to the directory listing and a 
checksum. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method for audibly annunciating at a device caller identification 
information transmitted over a t e l e phon e network, the information being transmitted in the form 
of a modulated signal to the device wherein the modulated signal is representative of the 
information, the method comprising: 

receiving a modulated signal representative of the caller identification i nformation 
transmitted over a t e l e phon e network during on int e rval betw ee n a ring signal and a subsequent 
ring signal , the modulated signal comprising a stream of characters representative of the caller 
identification information : 

converting the modulated signal into a stream of audible signals; 

processing the stream of characters in real-time as the characters are received from the 
network: and 

providing the stream of audible signals to a speaker in communication with the converter 
for producing audible sounds corresponding to the stream of audible signals representative of the 
information received over the tel e phon e network, 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15, wherein r e ceiving th e modulat e d signal 
fiirfhcr compris e s receiving the informatio n is transmitted and received - during an interval 
between ringing signals transmitted over the t e lephone network. 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 5, fiirther comprising storing the information in a 
memory circuit in commimication with the receiver. 
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18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15, further comprising demodulating the 
modulated signal received over the t e lephone network and generating therefrom a stream of 
characters representative of the information. 

1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 5, further comprising converting the modulated signal 
into a stream of characters representative of the information. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19, further comprising storing the characters in a 
memory circuit in conmiunication with a processor. 

2 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 5, wherein receiving the modulated signal 
further comprises capturing information contained within the modulated signal identifying an 
originating tel e phon e subscriber line, the information including at least one b e ing sel e ct e d from 
th e group oonsisting of message type, message length, parameter type, parameter length, 
originating telephone number according to a directory listing, name associated with the 
originating telephone number according to the directory listing and a checksum. 

22. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for audibly annunciating at a device caller 
identification information transmitted over a t e l e phone network, the information being 
transmitted in the form of a modulated signal to the device wherein the modulated signal is 
representative of the information, the apparatus comprising: 

means for capturing a ring signal and a modulated signal representative of the caller 
identification i nformation transmitted over a t e l e phon e network during an interval between th e 
ring signal and a s ubs e qu e nt ring signal , the modulated signal comprising a stream of characters 
representative of the caller identification information : 
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means for converting the modulated signal into a stream of audible signals in 
communication with tiie receive r, wherein the means for converting processes the stream of 
characters in real-time as the characters are received from the network : and 

means for producing audible sounds corresponding to the stream of audible signals 
representative of the information received over the t e lephone network in communication with the 
converter, 

23. (Currently Amended) A device t e l e phon e comprising: 

means for audibly annunciating at the a device caller identification information 
transmitted over a telephone network, the information being transmitted in the form of a 
modulated signal to the device wherein the modulated signal is representative of the information, 
wherein the means for audibly annxmciating comprises: 

means for receiving a modulated signal representative of the caller identification 
information transmitted over a t e l e phone n etwork during on int e rval b e tween rin^ flg 
sifflcd g. the modulated signal comprising a stream of characters representative of the 
caller identification information : 

means for converting the modulated signal into a stream of audible signals in 
communication with the means for receivin g, wherein the means for converting processes 
the stream of characters in real-time as the characters are received from the network and 

means for producing audible sounds corresponding to the stream of audible 
signals representative of the information received over the t e lephone network in 
communication with the means for converting. 

24. (Currently Amended) A system for audibly aimunciating at a device caller identification 
information transmitted over a tel e phon e network, the information being transmitted in the form 
of a modulated signal to the device wherein the modulated signal is representative of the 
information, the system comprising: 
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means for capturing at a receiver a ring signal from a t e lephone network; 

means for receiving a modulated signal representative of the caller identification 
information transmitted over a t e lephone network during on interval betw e en th e ring signal and 
g subs e qu e nt ring signal , the modulated signal comprising a stream of characters representative 
of the caller identification information : 

means for converting the modulated signal into a stream of audible signal s, wherein the 
means for converting processes the stream of charact^s in real-time as the characters are 
received from the network : and 

means for providing the stream of audible signals to a speaker in communication with the 
converter for producing audible sounds corresponding to the stream of audible signals 
representative of the information received over the tel e phone network. 

25. (Currently Amended) The A n apparatus of claim L for audibly annunciating at a device 
information transmitted ov e r a telephone network, the information being transmitt e d in the form 
of a modulated signal to the devic e wh e rein the modulat e d signal is repres e ntative of the 
information, th e apparatus comprising: wherein 

g reooivor for capturing a ring signal and a modulat e d signal representative of the caller 
identification information is_transmitted over a t e l e phon e network during an interval between the 
ring signal and a subsequent ring signal, the receiver providing the subsequent ring signal to a 
t e lephone ringer after receiving the modulated signalf 

a converter in commimication with the rec e iver for conv e rting th e modulat e d signal into a 
str e am of audible signals; and 

a sp e alc e r in conmivmioation with the conv e rt e r for producing audible sounds 
corresponding to the stream of audible signals r e pr e s e ntative of the infomiation r e c e iv e d over the 
t e l e phone network . 

26-31. (Cancelled) 
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32. (Currently Amended) A The device t e lephon e of claim 8. wherein compri s ing: 
on apparatus for audibly oimunciating at a device information transmitted over a 
t e l e phon e network, the information b e ing transmitted in the form of a modulat e d signal to the 
d e vic e wherein the modulat e d signal is repr e s e ntativ e of th e information, wherein th e apparatus 
comprises: 

a r e c e iv e r for r e ceiving a modulated signal repr e s e ntative of the caller 
identification i nformation is.transmitted over a t e lephon e network during an interval 
between ringing signals, the receiver providing the subsequent ring signal to a telephone 
ringer after receiving the modulated signal^ 

a converter in communication with th e r e c e iver for conv e rting the modulated 
signal into a str e am of audible signals; and 

a speolc e r in communication with the convert e r for producing audible sounds 
corresponding to th e s tream of audible signals r e pr e s e ntative of the information r e c e iv e d 
ov e r th e t e l e phon e network . 

33-38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Currently Amended) A method for audibly annunciating at a device caller identification 
information transmitted over a t e l e phon e n etwork, the information being transmitted in the form 
of a modulated signal to the device wherein the modulated signal is representative of the 
information, the method comprising: 

capturing at a receiver a ring signal firom a telephone network; 

receiving a modulated signal representative of caller identification information 
transmitted over a telephone network during an interval betwe e n th e ring signal and a subsequ e nt 
ring signal , the modulated signal comprising a stream of characters representative of the caller 
identification infomiation : 
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converting the modulated signal into a stream of audible signals; 
processing the stream of characters in real-time as the characters are received from the 
network: 

providing the stream of audible signals to a speaker in communication with the converter 
for producing audible soimds corresponding to the stream of audible signals representative of the 
information received over the tel e phone n etwork; and 

providing the subsequent ring signal to a t e l e phon e ri nger after receiving the modulated 

signal. 

40. (Currently amended) The method of claim 39, wherein r e ceiving the modulated signal 
furth e r oomprisos roooiving the information is transmitted and received d uring an interval 
between ringing signals transmitted over the t e lephon e n etwork, 

41 . (Original) The method of claim 39, further comprising storing the information in a 
memory circuit in communication with the receiver. 

42. (Currently amended) The method of claim 39, further comprising demodulating the 
modulated signal received over the t e l e phone network and generating therefrom a stream of 
characters representative of the information. 

43. (Original) The method of claim 39, further comprising converting the modulated signal 
into a stream of characters representative of the information. 

44. (Original) The method of claim 43, further comprising storing the characters in a 
memory circuit in communication with a processor. 
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45. (Currently amended) The method of claim 39, wherein receiving the modulated signal 
further comprises capturing information contained within the modulated signal identifying an 
originating telephone subscriber4ifte, the information including at least one b e ing s e l e ct e d from 
the group consisting of message type, message length, parameter type, parameter length, 
originating telephone number according to a directory listing, name associated with the 
originating telephone number according to the directory listing and a checksum. 
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